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"There have been good and wise kings, but not many of them.
Take them one with another, they are of an inferior character,
and this [George IV] I believe to be one of the worst of the
kind.'
Writing of the building of Buckingham Palace in the reign of
William IV, Creevey says:
'Never was there such a specimen of wicked, vulgar profusion.
It has cost a million of money, and there is not a fault that has
not been committed in it. Raspberry-coloured pillars without
end, that quite turn you sick to look at; but the Queen's paper
for her own apartments far exceed [sic] everything else in their
ugliness and vulgarity. . , . Can one be surprised at people
becoming Radical with such specimens of royal prodigality before
their eyes? to say nothing of the characters of such royalties
themselves.*1
The sufferings of the aristocracy were, unlike those of royalty,
a matter for sympathy. When William IV comes to the throne,
Creevey (who calls him £BillyO makes fun of him for having
bad eyesight. But when he finds Lord Holland (who was Fox's
nephew) hard up, he regards it as a grave matter:
'I was at Lord Holland's yesterday. . . . They both looked very
ill. They are evidently most sorely pinched—he in his land, and
she still more in her sugar and rum.2 So when I gave it as my
opinion that, if things went on as they did, paper must ooze out
again by connivance or otherwise [England had not long before
returned to the gold standard], she said she wished to God the
time was come, or anything else to save them. He said that he
never would consent to the return of paper, but he thought the
standard might be altered: i.e. a sovereign to be made by law
worth one or two or three and twenty shillings.*
Lord and Lady Holland were the social centre of Whig
society. If a man had brains and the right principles, he did
not need to be an aristocrat in order to be admitted to their
dinners. Sydney Smith and (later) Macaulay were frequent visi-
tors. Greville (February 6, 1832) describes his first meeting with
Macaulay at Holland House:
February 6th.—Dined yesterday with Lord Holland; came
very late, and found a vacant place between Sir George Robinson
1	Creevey Papers, 1903, II, pp. 307-8.
2	Lady Holland was the daughter and heiress of a Jamaica planter.

